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R. J. Whaley Biography R. J. Whaley Quick Facts

Name:

actively interested in real estate affairs and has done a large .
y g Robert Jeremiah Whaley

business in that line in and about Flint.

To Robert J. and Mary (McFarlan) Whaley one child has Parents: _
been born, a son, Donald McFarlan, who died at the age of ten Father: Jeremle_lh Whale)_/
. Mé)ther: Palx_gmella Ann F|InE :
year s. Mrs. Whaley is a member of t . aul 0s pi scopal <church
in Flint and Mr. Whaley is an attendant of the services of that Born:
church. Both have for many years been looked upon as among December 8, 1840
the leaders in the social and cultural activities of their home Castile Township, Wyoming County, NY

town and earnest promoters of all movements having to do with Died
" . ied:
the betterment of general conditions hereabout. Mr. Whgley 5 February 12, 1922 .
a Democrat and has ever given a goq:qm,@énéséezcguﬂtﬁmattentlon t o
local political affairs. In 1912 [ actually 1908] he was his
partyds candidate for tres=sander oMaredat e. He is a thirty
degree Mason, affiliated with the consistory of the Ancient Mary McFarlan
Accepted Scottish Rite, at Detroit, and is a noble of Moslem January 24, 1.867
_ _ _ . McFarlan residence

Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Mystic Shrine, in that Flint, Genesee County, MI
same city. His local Masonic affiliations are with Flint Lodge
No. 23, Free and Accepted Masons; Washington Chapter No. Buried:
15, Royal Arch Masons, and Genesee Valley Commandery No. Glenwood Cemetery,
15, Knights Templar. He also is a member of Flint Lodge No. MpFarIan Family plot

. _ _ Flint, Genesee County, Ml
222, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and in the affairs
of all these organizations takes a warm interest. Children:

Donald McFarlan Whaley
Florence Bickford Whaley Orrell (adopted)

Religious affiliation:
Episcopalian

Political affiliation:
Democrat



McFarlan.)

Became president of Citizens Bank following the death of
Al exander McFarlan, the bankds

Served as president of Citizens Bank for about 41 years.

In 1886 issued a $2,000 loan to J. Dallas Dort and William
C. Durant that led to the creation of the Flint Road Cart
Company. (Flint Road Cart Company later became the
Durant -Dort Carriage Company. Durant founded General
Motors in 1908.)

Great Finance Keeper of the Knights of the Maccabees, a
fraternal/mutual aid society.

Served on the board of trustees of the state charitable
schools which included the School for the Blind (Lansing),
School for the Deaf (Flint), and State Public School
(Coldwater.)

Ran for State Treasurer in 1908 (lost).

In his will, R. J. Whaley made provisions for the creation of
the Donald M. Whaley Home for Children, now known as
the Whaley Childrends Center.
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R. J. Whaley Quick Facts R. J. Whaley Biography
« Mother died when he was eight. development of the city of Flint. He was born at Amsterdam,
¢ Moved to Hudson, Wisconsin when he was ten. New York, and was married at Caledonia, in that state, to
e« Worked on family farm and i n f atMaegare Ann Hiwpsan.avhawag bern at Caledonia. In 1850
« Age 21 moved back to New York to manage his he came to Michigan and engaged in the lumber business in

grandmot her&6s far m. Flint, quickly taking a prominent part in that then flourishing
« Met Mary McFarlan while she was visiting in New York. industry in this part of the state. He prospered and became

. - connected with various enterprises, including the banking
e Married Mary McFarlan at Flint in 1867. .
' business, and was for years one

- Foreman of the McFarlan lumber mill. influential citizens. Alexander McFarlan and wife were the
o Joined the board of directors of Citizens Bank. (Citizens parents of four children, Jennie, Mary, Alexander and Anna,

Bank was co-founded by his father -in-law, Alexander the two first of whom were born

birth occurred in March, 1846, she there fore having been but a
child when she came to this state with her parents. Mrs.

PMcEaridn gié?d rflitt\]a'CkSOI’]Vi”e, Florida, whither she had gone
seeking restoration of health, in 1881, and Mr. McFarlan died
at his home in Flint three months later, April 22, 1881.

Alexander McFarlan was one of the leading stockholders in
the old Citizens National Bank at Flint at the time Mr. Whaley
became associated with the McFarlan interests in that city and
he encouraged his son-in-law to acquire a thorough knowledge
of the banking business. Beginning as a bookkeeper and
collector in the bank, Mr. Whaley became thoroughly
conversant with the business of the bank and in 1880 was
elected president of the concern. Upon the reorganization of
the old Citizens National Bank and the organization of the
Citizens Commercial and Savings Bank, Mr. Whaley was
elected president of the latter concern and has thus been
president of the bank continuously for the past thirty  -six years.
In addition to his other extensive interests, Mr. Whaley also is
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R. J. Whaley Biography R. J. Whaley Physical Description

R. J. Whaley was 37 when this physical description was made

owner of a thousand acres of land in Wyoming county and was of him for his 1878 passport:

regarded as one of the wealthiest men in that section of the

state. He died in 1858, at the age of eighty years, and his Stature: 5 Feet 10 1/2 Inches Eng.
widow, who was born about 1806, died in 1861. They were the Forehead: high
parents of eleven children, Deborah, Smith and David (twins), Eyes: blue

. . . Nose: medium
James, Daniel, Emmeline, Samuel, Parmelia Ann, Jerome B., .

, , Mouth: do [ditto]
Eugene N. and Marie Louise. Chin: bearded
Robert J. Whaley was but eight years old when his mother Hair: brown and gray

Complexion: ruddy

died and he was taken care of by his maternal grandparents
Face: round

when his father went West. Two years later his father

returned to New York after his children and they accompanied

him to Hudson, Wisconsin, where Robert J. Whaley grew to

manhood among the Indians, who formed the greater part of

the population of that section at that time. Upon the death of

his uncle, Mordecai, he was called back to New York by his

grandmother to take charge of the extensive farming interests

of the family, and he remained with his grandmother until her

death, four years later, after which he returned to Wisconsin

and was there engaged in farming for a couple of years. While

in New York, Mr. Whaley had become acquainted with Mary

McFarlan, of Flint, Michigan, who was visiting kinsfolk in the

nei ghborhood of his grandmotherds home, and on January 24,
1867, he married Miss McFarlan. On the 1st of October,

following, he took up his residence at Flint, entering the employ

of his father -in-law, Alexander McFarlan, which close and

I nti mate association continued until the | atterds deat h, in 1881.
Alexander McFarlan was for years one of the most conspicuous

figures in the financial and industrial life of Genesee county

and one of the most active factors in the early growth and



Gallery of R. J. Whaley R. J. Whaley Biography

The following images are of R. J. Whaley and are from Whaley

House Museumds collection. subject of this sketch having had a sister, Janet, now deceased,

who was the wife of Stephen J. Clewell. Jeremiah M. Whaley
was born in a country tavern kept by his parents, Robert and
Janet (McKay) Whaley, the former of whom was born in Rhode
Island and the latter in Scotland, she having come to this
country with her parents when a child. Robert Whaley, who
was a soldier in the War of 1812, built the first saw  -mill in the
town of Castile, New York. He also engaged in farming and
conducted a wayside tavern. To him and his wife two sons
were born, Mordecai and Jeremiah. The latter, the father of
Robert J. Whaley, continued to conduct the old Whaley tavern
until the death of his wife, when he moved to Wisconsin and
located at Hudson, where he engaged in the mercantile
business and where he died at the age of seventy years, in
1884, a few days after the election of Grover Cleveland to the
Presidency. He was an ardent Democrat and a great admirer
of Mr. Cleveland and the excitement incident to the
announcement of his favoriteds
stroke of paralysis. During the Pierce administration Jeremiah
Whaley served as postmaster of Hudson, Wisconsin, and was at
one time a candidate for the Legislature from a district that
comprised the west side of Wisconsin up to Lake Superior. He
was married twice after going West and to each of these latter
unions two children were born, as there were to his first union.

: : His first wife, mother of Robert J. Whaley, was a daughter of
This p.homgraph. may have been taken aralind th? fime R. J. Samuel and Samantha (Ellis) Flint, both natives of New York
met his future wife, Mary McFarlan, at New York in the early !
1860s. state, whose lives were spent in Wyoming county, that state.
Samuel FIint was born on Bowman:
Montgomery county, New York, about 1778. He became the




R. J. Whaley Biography

stateds behalf he was |l egislated out of office. For many years
Mr. Whaley was the keeper of finance for the Knights of the

Maccabees, an organization that has disbursed more than

twenty millions of dollars among its beneficiaries, and so

efficiently did he discharge the duties of that office that hisre -

election from year to year was always taken for granted, there

being no opposing candidate for the place until he finally

decl ined to serve further. Il n the Otentsod of the Maccabees, far
and wi de, he became known as ot he man who never talks. 6 Mr .
Whal eyds services also have been continually i n demand by

various civic and corporate factors in the community life and he
is or has been a director in numerous important concerns in
and about Flint. Beginning his service in this community as an
associate of his father -in-law, the senior Alexander McFarlan,
in the lumber business at a time when lumbering and its allied
industries formed the chief industry hereabout, Mr. Whaley

has been a witness to the wonderful development that has
marked the affairs of this region within the past generation, a
development that has lifted Flint from a straggling village,

such as it was at the time of his arrival there nearly a half
century ago, to the compact, well -built city it is today - one of
the most important manufacturing centers in the state - and he
has been one of the most vital factors in that development, a
fact gratefully recognized throughout this entire community.

Robert J. Whaley was born in Castile township, Wyoming R. J. early in his career as president of Citizens Bank.
county, New York, December 8, 1840, the son of Jeremiah M.
and Parmelia Ann (Flint) Whaley, both natives of that same
county, the former born in Castile township and the latter in
Pike township. They were the parents of two children, the




